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Introduction

AUSMEPA

Launched in July 2000, the
Australian Marine
Environment Protection
Association (AUSMEPA) is a

voluntary organisation,
whose goals are to inspire
students of all ages to engage

Australian
Marine
Environment
Protection
Association

in activities that will protect
the world’s ocean from
pollution.

AUSMEPA Kids Marine Club

Encourages school involvement and interest in

the marine environment and its conservation by

creating opportunities for school and
community groups

Introduces children to the world of ships and
maritime industries

Concentrates on a wide variety of marine
conservation and fun activities such as

awareness of the marine environment, practical
conservation, exchange through the AUSMEPA

website, recognition of achievements,
providing leadership opportunities, creating
noncompetitive activities

Contains projects that can be done in class as

part of a unit on the sea, as a lunchtime activity,

as an out of class activity for a school
community project or as personal individual
actions

Uses a website to create an avenue for linking
clubs together

Kids and Water

This national marine education program
project was launched in October 2000.

Kids and Water resource materials actively
engage children with the aid of big books,
audio tapes and graded readers. Over 170
classroom activities have been developed by
leading Australian marine curriculum writers

from the six key learning areas of the

Australian National Curriculum standards
framework. Early childhood is catered for

with felt and
magnetic characters
which come to life
in stories about sea
safety and marine
conservation.

This national marine
education project is
sponsored by Wet
Paper Publications,

the Gould League and the Australian and
New Zealand Safe Education Boating Group.

The benefits of the two
programs

AUSMEPA and Kids and Water are
partners in providing programs for
education and awareness of sea safety
and marine environmental protection.

e Kids and Water provides a wide
range of national sea safety and
marine conservation curriculum
materials

e AUSMEPA provides an opportunity
for schools to take action doing
constructive projects to help care for
and protect the marine environment
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Membership

Club membership is funded through sponsorship.

Open to all school students, the club may be of
mixed ages, or grouped by age or class level

Each club should have a voluntary co-ordinator
approved by the school principal

Marine students in senior high schools may take
on a club organiser role with neighbouring
primary schools

Club activities

Advertise time and place and invite members to
join (use the poster supplied)

Involve students in all levels of planning and
organisation

Meet regularly. Plan format of meetings, aims of
the club and achievable outcomes

Use the project poster set and website to plan club
activities

Organise lunchtime fun, community involvement,
classroom activities, scientific studies or personal
actions to match the interests, skills and
capabilities of your club members

Share your clubs activities, achievements,
projects and interests nationally via the
AUSMEPA website

Promote personal actions for the club members at
school and at home
Acknowledge achievements of the club,

individual members and organising teacher, with
the recognition program (see page 14)

Web page
Our main form of communication is by our web site
at: www.ausmepa.org.au

If you have trouble accessing the site please contact
the national office.

Kids and Water sea creatures posters for club room

Ausmepa Kids Marine Club

Club Poster 1




Support

On joining, your club will receive the
following support:

Project Poster set

- The Project Poster set is made up of
four posters, one sent out each school
term.

- Examples of these are on pages 8 -
13.

Recognition program

The recognition reward program aims to
recognise individual actions, club
achievements and project successes with
certificates, educational materials and
ceremonial flag raising.

Details are given on page 14.

Web site access
* AUSMEPA Website Access

- Links to other clubs to create
national interest and awareness of
marine issues and actions

- Reporting page for your club’s
activities and achievements

- Information forms for club
recognition program

- More activity ideas and links to
other marine websites

- Future links to Australian and
other ships trading internationally

Club liaison support

On joining, the AUSMEPA club liaison
officer will help you with the web site
and club activities, recognition program
and school resources.

Barbara Jensen
Club liaison officer

Introguctory offef

For the first 40 schools who join,
each school will receive

e asetof
- 18 Kids and Water school
readers
- 8 sea creature posters
- 60 safety and conservation
award certificates
e AUSMEPA hats for each club
member

* Membership certificate

* Set of other rewards from
sponsors, eg rulers, pencils,
stickers, frisbee, pencil case and
pencils, key ring, stick it notes
etc.
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Projects

Getting started with set 1

Four project poster sets are available
for club members in their first year of
operation.

The aim of these project sets is to get
club members interested so the club
will become well established.

Project poster sets 2, 3 and 4 will be
posted out after the club completes
projects from this booklet and makes
areport on the AUSMEPA internet
site.

Background notes

The beach is our place to relax, walk,
play, fish, holiday and so much more. A
place between the land and sea. The
beach is also the marine wildlife’s
backyard. A home, habitat, shelter, stop
over and food source for a great diversity
of plants and animals. Our beach, their
backyard, a great starting point to create
interest in and learn more about, the
coastal and marine environment.

Discussion

Use AUSMEPA Poster 1 and the
following questions to begin the
discussion.

* What is the beach environment like?
eg sandy, hot, windy, salty etc
* Why do people go to the beach?

* What animals or plants live on the
beach?
¢ How do the animals use the beach?

* Compare the people uses and the
animal uses, can they share the coastal
and marine environment?

¢ Are the beaches around Australia all
the same?

The club will be given its own
AUSMEPA website special password
so it can add photos and notes to share
with other members and other clubs
around Australia

What to do

1. Read the background notes
opposite and have a club
discussion and complete one of
the projects on pages 8 and 9.

2. Use your club password to add
details and photos of your club
site at:

WWWw.ausmepa.org.au

Your club will then receive the
next set of projects.

o
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Set 1 Our beach — Their backyard

Project 1.1 Community activity — Adopt a beach

* Visit a local beach — Map your beach. Include the natural features ie
rocks, headlands, dunes; the wildlife ie plants and animals and the

people uses. Sketch, photograph, video.

* Find out if there are any local community groups
working on the beach eg Dunecare or Coast
Action/Coastcare. Invite a member from one of
these groups, to come to your AUSMEPA Marine
Club meetings and speak about their work. Plan a
project together.

* Environment Australia has the coastal atlas at
www.ea.gov.au/coasts/atlas

Project 1.2 Virtual beach experiences
¢ Use the internet to find beach cam, wave rider
buoys, Surf rider or Dunecare sites. Can you get in
touch with the community via these sites to build up
a picture and better understanding of that coastal
area?
e Beach and wave cam sites
- www.surfcam.com.au
- www.env.qld.gov.au/environment/coast/tides
e Check out the AUSMEPA web site for the other
web sites at : www.ausmepa.org.au

)

Project 1.3 Individual action awards

Would you like to try out for a marine club
individual action award?

* Do you?
- Use marked tracks to walk on
to the beach
Observe and enjoy animals
and plants, but leave them
alone
- Take all your rubbish and
possessions home
- Avoid disturbing birds and their resting or
nesting sites
Control pets or leave them at home when you
visit the beach
- Anything else that helps save our seas
* Well go to page 13, obtain a copy of the certificate,
look on the back and then complete one of the
activities.

)

Project 1.4
Lunchtime fun

Use the Kids and Water Sea
Creatures Poster Set to
make a sand seascape or
sand sculpture

* Turn your school sandpit
into a hive of beach
activity.

Create many small or
one big sand sculpture.

e Come prepared with
spades, buckets of water,
collections of playground
twigs, flowers etc,
recycled empty
containers and other bits
and pieces to sculpt the
sand.

e Take a photograph for
the school newsletter and
the AUSMEPA web site




Project 1.5 Drains to the river-
a classroom activity

This activity demonstrates a range of
different pollutants entering rivers via storm
water drains and creates discussion about
their source. The students will conclude by
coming up with ways and things they can
do to reduce this problem.

Materials needed

The following pictures from magazines

* Golf course, factory, house, carwash, ‘ llustration courtesy the Gould League -
dog, storm drain, farm, paint tin and
brush, plastic rubbish

* Two plastic clear containers with water (representing two rivers)

* Two plastic sea creatures (optional - for effect)

* Small amounts of the following to represent the pollutants
- Food colouring (paint)
- Coloured 100’s and 1000’s (sprinkles)
(fertiliser from golf courses)
- Brown chocolate sprinkles (dog poo)
- Sugar (chemicals from a factory)
- Plastic bag (rubbish from streets)
Dirt (runoff from farms)
- Biodegradable detergent (car wash
runoff)

What to do

Part A : Class brainstorm/discussion

Tllustration courtesy the Gould League

» Using the picture clues (or signs) (golf
course, factory, house, car wash, dog,
storm drain, farm, paint, rubbish) discuss
where and what pollutants might be a problem to
aquatic life and how they get into the river.

* Make a list of pollutants on the board.

Part B: Demonstration and revisit brainstorming ideas

* Using one of the clear containers with water (and a plastic marine
creature in the bottom), ask a student to add “pollutants” to the river.

* Discuss the polluted river as a class
and what effects this may have on
aquatic life.

Part C: Conclusion

* In small working groups write down
all possible ways that you can think
of as to how we can help reduce or
eliminate these pollutants entering
rivers or streams.

Illustration courtesy the Gould League
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Set 2 Sea creatures at risk

Project 2.1 Butts off
beaches

This project aims to increase
awareness of cigarette
butts as a marine
pollution issue. Students
take action to reduce butt
littering by approaching
local shops and
encouraging

them to hand

out butts off our
beaches film
containers.

Project 2.3 Scientific
bird study

(L f?
This project details six activities g [‘—:\L

that students can do to study the
effect of humans on local bird
populations.

Project 2.2 Fatal food relay

This fun relay is best carried out at the
beach but can also be done at school. The
relay highlights problems associated with
rubbish and pollution in the sea that harms
the sea creatures.

Materials
* 16 brown paper bags (or cloth ones)
¢ Good food:
- 8 plastic sea food creatures or cards
with names of sea creatures on
 Fatal food:
- 8 samples of rubbish eg balloon,
plastic bags, foam, six-pack ring etc
Step 1
Place the students into two equal relay
teams
Step 2:
Assign each team a sea creature to be and act out as they
compete in the relay
Step 3:
Mark an area in the sand and arrange the brown bags (with the
hidden food inside) at the end of the relay course.

Step 4:

Tell the first student in each line to run to the end of the relay
course and select a bag. The students remaining at the end
should secretly open the bag and show it to the instructor but no
one else.

Step 5:
If the bag has fatal food in it, the students should moan, groan
then go the sick and dying section off to one side.

If the bag has good food in it the student will go back to their
relay team.

-10 -

Students collate their results and
present them in a poster or
photographic competition. /
They then encourage their local %ﬁéj
council to set up a display fora ‘
week in at the local council
office or shopping centre and announce the
winners by the Mayor.

m
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The aim is to promote awareness of the effect of
litter on local bird populations.

Step 6:

Repeat the activity until all children have
gone or only one team is remaining. The
last team left healthy is the winner.

Reflection

e Discuss after with the sick and dying
students what made them sick and
why?

» Discuss what types of litter are on the
beach today? Where might it have
come from?




Set 3 Club competitions SAVE OR SEAS

Project 3.1 National poster
competition
The national competition is an annual event based on a

theme to raise awareness on marine environmental
issues.

Each year the AUSMEPA Office will announce a
theme for a poster and slogan competition and set a
completion date, usually no later than September of
that year.

The winning entry will be produced as a public
awareness poster and distributed through Australia and
overseas to promote AUSMEPA objectives.

Prizes are dependant on competition sponsorship and
may vary from year to year.

Poster format and entry

* Posters are made on minimum A3 size white paper
or card using bright colours suitable for scanning 2001 competition entry
and reprinting.

* Each Club sends its original artworks to the
AUSMEPA office (free from folds or creases and
clearly named and labelled).

* Officials and AUSMEPA sponsors will judge the competition.
* No writing on poster other than the basic slogan.
* See the AUSMEPA web site for more information.

Project 3.2 Tattoo or sticker competition Find out more

About the Seashore

Plan a competition for your club members.

Publish the winners on the AUSMEPA website and apply for a prize from the recognition

Don’tuse the toiletas a

program. rubbish bin

Reduce stormwaler waste

Possible Competition ideas

o Sticker - ‘Healthy oceans, you can help’ Design stickers that have a slogan and picture (10 x 5.5
cm). Photocopy the winner and distribute to other classes.

* Two minute talk - ‘Speaking up for marine life’. Choose a topic like marine animals or
seabirds and give each member (or work in small groups) an animal, ask them to
prepare a two minute talk or presentation about that animal. Encourage use of
pictures, books or models. Ask another teacher to judge the winner.

* Drama game - “What coast care action is needed’. Discuss some of the actions by
community groups and individuals (or actions that could be taken) to help care for
the coast and oceans. Write the suggestions into a list. When you have completed
the list, cut them into single coast care actions, put them in a container and ask small
groups of students to pull out an action. Don’t show it around but get together, plan and
finally act it out. Choose the best groups and ask your principal if you can act them out at
school assembly.

* Make up your own competition, make a photographic record of it and report it to the
AUSMEPA office and website.

=11 -




Set 4 Working at sea

Project 4.1 Imagine you are a ship

Shipping companies are trying to reduce the amount of
rubbish produced by the crew when they are on board the
ships. In this project students do a rubbish collection
during lunch time at school to work out how they could

live more “lightly” on their “ship”.

Once the rubbish has been collected students will tally the results and produce graphs (eg bar
graph, percentage graph) showing the type and amount of rubbish produced by their “crew” eg,
glass, paper, plastic metal, other. Back in class they discuss how much rubbish there would be

if they were at sea for five, ten and thirty days.

Project 4.2 How small ships
protect the environment

This project aims to find out
more about the practices,
methods and measures that
boat operators use to reduce
ocean pollution and help

protect the marine F_EDD
OfPior _san

environment. &

Write a survey (see possible
questions below), send it to
a boat operator and then
make the answers up into a
poster headed “How

boats protect the
environment”. Display it in
the school or send it back to
the boat operator.

Possible small ship/
boat operators
Fishing boat, fishing co-
operative, ferry, tug, dive
boat, yacht, riverboat,
speedboat clubs etc.

Possible survey question headings
* Fuel - eg refuelling

* Waste disposal - eg rubbish, wastewater,
sewage, port facilities

* Loading and unloading - eg handling
procedures, spillage

¢ Cleaning - eg deck scrubbing, bilges,
equipment

* Maintenance - eg anti-fouling, painting, oil
changes

» Storage - eg stowing equipment on board

* Construction - eg boat design and materials

Project 4.3 What knot?

Knowing how to tie a special knot can be very
helpful in many situations!

A half hitch — can be used for tying many things
including tying a boat up to a jetty

A bowline — used when a line is required to be
secured through or around something, eg tying
€quipment in a boat or making a loop for a
mooring

A half hitch

To make a half hitch you will need to practise
on a pole or similar object

1. Wrap the end of the rope around the pole
2. Bring one of the ends through

3. Repeat this process

4. Pull the knot tight

* Duty of care - eg why it is important for ships/
boats to protect the marine environment?

* Best of all, visit the local port or invite the boat

operator to come and answer the questions at
your AUSMEPA Kids Marine Club meeting.

\1)
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Set 5 Mighty to
microscopic

Project 5.1 A set of aquatic cards

Together make a set of aquatic cards. Come
prepared with aquatic posters and books,
cardboard, scissors and pencils. Cut the
cardboard into uniform sized rectangles
(playing card size) and using the posters and
books for ideas, draw aquatic wildlife on the
cards. Draw, two each of every card (ie pairs),
coastal and ocean plants and animals,
remembering the plankton and microscopic
creatures too.

Now use the card set to play many card games,
examples below but also think up your own.

Sea chant

Put the sea cards in a circle face down, one for
each student. Everyone sits behind a card.
Begin a aquatic chant eg diving

in the ocean I saw a shark,

diving in the ocean I saw

a shark and a seasnake

etc. The chant moves

around the circle as each

student turns over their

card and adds their plant or

animal to the chant. Keep

going, think of more of the

amazing life in water.

Aquatic poem
With the cards displayed for all to see, create a

poem that will bring your aquatic life into
action eg crabs hide, eagles glide.

What am 1?

Secretly look at your card, then describe the
marine wildlife by its features and habitat, can
the others guess what it is? ‘On my card is an
animal that lives in a pool, it is... etc’ When
someone correctly guesses it, become that sea
animal or plant. Move about like that thing,
accentuating its shape, movements and habitat.

Dinner time

Play like snap but instead of snapping for
doubles, snap ‘dinner time’ when the card on
top would eat the card below eg fish on a
plankton or tortoise on a weed.

Project 5.2 Technology

Hundreds of turtles die each year after being
caught in fishing nets. To protect the turtles and
minimise the by-catch, TED's or turtle excluder
devices are used in some countries. In this project
students are asked to design another device to
help to reduce the impact of our fishing practices
on marine life. Find out how effective TED’s are.

-13 -

Project 5.3 Studies of
Society and Environment

A.Indigenous Australians and the Coast
- Find out about the use of the coast
by our indigenous people. What is
sea country? What are some
Aboriginal words to describe the
marine animals and plants in your
area? Find the people who can tell
you more about sites, stories and
significance of the coastal areas.

B.Food from aquatic environments
Have students investigate their local
shops to find at least ten different
items from water.

C. Prepare a collage of an aquatic
environment.

D. Create your own aquatic animal
theme park.

E. Compose an aquatic rap featuring an
aquatic animal at risk of pollution.

F. Prepare a poster of a life cycle of a
local aquatic creature.

Project 5.4 Science

Patterns of Diversity - Identify and compare a
range of different features
of marine animals eg fins,
eyes, gills, tails, eggs

and body shapes.

Show in a class
presentation or report

how different features

are useful in assisting in
survival in different
environments or conditions.

o
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Recognition

The Recognition Program aims to recognise individual actions, club
achievements and project successes with certificates, educational
materials and ceremonial flag raising.

Individual action awards

Marine Conservation certificates and Marine Safety certificates can
be awarded for individual actions from the kit supplied on joining.
Use the individual reward items for members achievements. There
are 30 items per kit and you will have to decide how these are
handed out.

Club dolphin award

Clubs that complete at least 2
activities from any of the first
year Project Poster Set and
report them to AUSMEPA
via the website can

request the Dolphin

Award and

Educational

materials.

Individual
action
awards

Club whale award

Clubs that complete at least four activities
from the four project poster sets and report
them to AUSMEPA via the website can
request the Whale Award, a ceremonial
AUSMERPA flag raising at their school.

This will recognise and promote the
work of the club in the wider
community.

The AUSMEPA
office will help to
organise the event
with officials and
media.

Whale Award School and Community
Ceremony

- 14 -
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Sponsorship

AUSMERPA is a partnership of maritime and
marine related industries assisted by government
and non-government agencies forming a non-
profit association.

AUSMEPA Kids Marine Clubs are sponsored
through efforts of committed volunteers from
industry, government and the community who are
coordinated by a voluntary board and advisory
committee.

Board chairman
Michael Alexander

Office Bearers
Michael Julian

Executive Director

Kimberly Foster
Secretary - National Office Michael Alexander

For more information
about current board
members and the
association, see the
AUSMEPA web site:

www.ausSmepa.org.au Michael Julian

AUSMEPA Kids Marine Club Launch July 2000

AUSMEPA Flag

Recent advisory committee meeting

International HELMEPA visitors, July 2000

- 15 -
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We’d like to join

Please return to:

AUSMEPA National Office

PO Box 409 Albert Street Brisbane QLD 4002
Telephone: 07 3404 3967

Fascimile: 07 3229 6636

Email: info@ausmepa.org.au

Web site

Www.ausmepa.org.au

Club contact

School

Address

Code

Email

Telephone

Fascimile

Number of hats and club certificates required

How do you intend running your club? (Optional)

During class time [ ] EgSOSE, Science etc

As a sports afternoon activity [ 1 EgVolleyball, Music etc

As part of another club program [ | Eg Enviro-club, waterwatch etc.

As a new school club activity [ 1]
Australian
Marine
Environment
It's about marine safety and Protection
conservation! Association
Principal’s Signature Date
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Sponsorship

The Australian Marine Environment Protection
Association is grateful for financial support
from the following companies and
organisations.

Australian Maritime
Safety Authority

Marine Teachers
Association of Queensland

ISBN (EPub) 978-1-86283-075-2

Australian and New
Zealand Safe Boating
Education Group

Queensland
Government

Queensland Transport
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